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Brazil Lends a Technical Hand to Guinea-Bissau's Presidential Elections
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A technical team from the Brazilian Federal Electoral Court (TSE, Tribunal Superior Eleitoral) collaborated in the
organization of Guinea-Bissau's presidential elections, which were held Sunday, June 19.

Dispatching the technicians was a commitment assumed by President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva on April 13, during a
visit to the African country.

The team was sent on April 29 to assist the Guinea-Bissau National Election Commission in the process of preparing for
the elections.

The TSE staffers helped improve the process of computerizing the data from the country's electoral census, making it
possible to update the list of 538 thousand registered voters. Brazil also contributed 25 computers to the Commission.

Guinea-Bissau is a member of the Community of Portuguese-Speaking Countries (CPLP), and Brazil's objective is to
increase "cultural, political, and friendly ties," informs a note from the Ministry of Foreign Relations.

Brazil also took part in the CPLP mission to observe the elections, sending representatives of the Ministry of Foreign
Relations and the Brazilian Bar Association.

The project is part of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and a series of other activities by the Brazilian
government on behalf of Guinea-Bissau's economic development.

The Brazilian effort includes technical cooperation projects in the areas of health and professional training, cooperation
for the reorganization of the Armed Forces, and agricultural and livestock development projects.
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